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Knox 'was predisposed to despise the daughter
of his former enemy, Mary of Guise, and., apart
from that relationship, he had not changed his
views about the wrong that was done when a
woman occupied the throne. The Earl of Arran,
who had unsuccessfully sued for the hand of
Elizabeth of England, had been encouraged by
Knox to present himself as a suitor to Mary within
a month of the death of her husband,, Francis, but
the young widow had also rejected him. A mar-
riage with the Protestant Arran would have been
a bulwark against Catholicism in Knox's opinion,
and he was disappointed that Mary had refused
even to consider the match. For the present,
however, Knox was prepared to adopt an attitude
to neutrality until Mary had declared herself.
It was not long before a clash occurred. On
the first Sunday after she arrived in Scotland,
Mary attended mass in Holyrood, which had been
made ready for occupation by her. There were
murmurings among the population of Edinburgh,
but Lord James Stewart, standing at the door of
the chapel with his drawn sword, swore to protect
his sister by force. Lord James, however, might
strike fear into the hearts of the mob, but he
could not stop the voice of Knox. On the fol-
lowing Sunday, from the pulpit of St. Giles,
Knox launched a denunciation of popish prac-
tices, and declared that " one mass was more
fearful to him than if ten thousand armed enemies